
Acting Principal’s Weekly Update
October 24, 2021

Dear CHB Families and Caregivers,

This year, the CHB staff is participating in a whole staff book study of the text This Book is Antiracist: 20
Lessons on How to Wake Up, Take Action and Do The Work by Tiffany Jewell. The purpose of this book
is to allow our staff to learn about identities, history, and anti-racism work as a collective to understand
racism and how to undo it. On Curriculum Thursday, we welcomed Shana Pyatt and Julie Jackson, staff
developers from J and J Educational Consultants, to meet with the entire CHB staff. These staff
developers will serve as support for the staff at CHB as we process the information from the reading,
engaging in the personal work, in an effort to expand our racial literacy. Through on-going professional
development in grade level meetings and staff meetings Ms. Pyatt will seek to build awareness and
provide the staff opportunities to understand how to apply resources to what we teach and how we teach.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Halloween, October 29th REMINDER: The plans for celebrating Halloween this year at CHB are
different than in years past, as we are amidst a pandemic. Please review the plan carefully and be mindful
of the changes in place meant to keep everyone safe.

● Costumes: Costumes will be put on in the classroom, so the costume you choose must fit over
your child’s outfit. If your costume does not fit over your clothes comfortably you may want to
select a different costume to wear for the school parade.

○ Costume masks are not permitted. Please leave all wands and toy weapons at home. All
students must wear their daily masks used to cover their mouth and nose, as required by
the district.

○ If your child is need of a Halloween costume email Mrs. Gutierrez at
lgutierrez@montclair.k12.nj.us by Tuesday, Oct. 26th.

● Outdoor Parade: 1:40pm-2:20pm Students will parade from the Elm Street exit of our school,
down Washington Street past our Main Entrance and down the driveway. Washington street is
blocked off to traffic during the day, but Officer Rusiniak will block off Washington Street from Elm
Street with a police vehicle so that students can march safely in the street.

● Audience: All audience members (vaccinated or unvaccinated) must use masks to cover
your mouth and nose, as required by the district. Please also be mindful of social
distancing if you choose to join us for the outdoor parade.

○ Families and caregivers please plan to park on neighboring streets. The staff parking lot
will remain closed to all visitor parking. Upon arrival, you may line up on either side of
Washington Street from Elm Street to the driveway. Cones will mark the audience viewing
area along the parade route to assist you in finding a spot to watch the parade.

● Volunteers: Teachers will reach out to class parents to discuss volunteer needs for the day.
Please note that we are not having class parties, as has been done in the past. Volunteering in
each grade level could vary from an in-person/virtual read-aloud by guest reader to a craft of
individually wrapped supplies in-person/virtually led by a volunteer. Volunteering details will be
communicated by the classroom teacher.

● Grand Marshals: Keeping with tradition, students will have the opportunity in class to submit a
guess for what the principal will be for Halloween. This year, the winners will walk with me to lead
the school down Washington Street at the start of the parade.
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*If your family does not celebrate Halloween and you would not like them to participate in the parade,
please inform your child’s teacher.

CHB C.A.R.E.S.: We will launch the week by giving each student a pair of blue and green CHB CARES
pencils as a gift from the PTA! Our focus during Morning Announcements will be to review the CARES
principles below. At home, you can reinforce the CARES principles for each day by asking your child to
share a moment when they feel like they used the principle in their day at school.

Monday & Tuesday: Cooperation & Achievement
Wednesday & Thursday: Respect & Empathy

Thanksgiving Holiday Travel: The district is closed for Thanksgiving Break on November 25th and 26th.
For families who have planned to travel, please email your travel plans to your child’s teacher and copy
me (bcoe@montclair.k12.nj.us) on the email, no later than November 17th, so that we may set up virtual
learning during your child’s need to quarantine.  As per Dr. Ponds’ Community Message #6, “this virtual
period will be for 10 days if you elect not to test, or 7 days with a negative COVID test.”

Desk Shields: Please email your child’s teacher by Friday, October 29th, if you wish for your child to no
longer use a desk shield in the classroom beginning on November 8th. All students will continue to use
shields when having indoor lunch/snack.

SAVE THE DATE:
Monday, October 25th- Pooled Testing & Our New Arrival Routine
Wednesday, October 27th- Picture Day
Friday, October 29th- Halloween Parade
Saturday, October 30th- Pancake Breakfast sponsored by the PTA

Warm regards,

Mrs. Coe
Acting Principal
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